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Memorials

Royal Artillery Victoria Cross Memorial

There are a number of memorials at St George’s 
Garrison Church. Some were destroyed in the 
bombing during World War II, and others have been 
moved to Larkhill Barracks, the new home of the Royal 
Artillery in Wiltshire.

Some memorials remember soldiers and civilians who 
have been killed through war or terrorist acts.

The Royal Artillery Victoria Cross Memorial records the soldiers 
of the Royal Artillery who have been recognized for great acts 
of bravery & self sacrifice through being awarded the Victoria 
Cross medal. The VC is the highest award for gallantry. If you look 
closely at the memorial panels to either side of the mosaic of  
St George, you will see a replica of the VC sculpted into the top  
of the Hopton Wood marble. In the centre of the medal is the 
British Lion and crown and a scroll with the words ‘For Valour’.  
The medal is worn on a crimson (a strong red colour, with purple 
tones) ribbon. The memorial was installed 1919-20 and the 
mosaics were designed by Salviati. 

The first RA soldier to be awarded the VC was Gunner and  
Driver Thomas Arthur, who fought at the Battle of Sebastopol in 
the Crimea in 1855.

Interesting Fact: the decoration above the VC memorial was 
designed by Sir Nevile Rodwell Wilkinson, who also designed 
Queen Elizabeth II’s famous dollshouse.

Citations – Language of bravery
When someone is awarded a VC, they are given a citation, 
which means that their praiseworthy act is mentioned in an 
official report. VC citations appear in the Gazette, a government 
publication, which started in 1665. 

Suggested Activity – study the language of bravery 
contained in these citations:

‘Displaying the greatest coolness and contempt of danger’  
– Brevet Lt Colonel Collingwood Dickson VC

‘He served with distinction’  
– Major General the Honorable Alexander Stewart VC

‘By his personal example and magnificent bravery, he set a 
supreme example of gallantry and devotion to duty’  
– Havildar Umrao Singh VC

Religious & poetic language
Look at the language used on the memorial plaque on 
the right hand side of the altar area, near the pulpit. 
It remembers the daughter of the vicar. How is she 
described?

Look at the language above the altar, describing the 
Royal Artillery soldiers’ role in the Crimean War.  
How does the inscription describe them?
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Private Christopher Gordon Rayment was born in Greenwich 
in 1982 and was a Private with The Princess of Wales’s Royal 
Regiment. He was serving in Iraq, when he died in an accident  
on 4 August 2004.

Fusilier Donal Anthony Meade joined the army in 2002 and  
served in Northern Ireland and Iraq. He died on 5 September 
2005 in Iraq as a result of wounds sustained during a patrol in  
the Basra province.

Lieutenant Tom Tanswell was born on 23 February 1979 in 
Greenwich. Tom was commissioned into the Royal Artillery in 
2004 and was deployed to Crete, Poland and Iraq. He died  
27 October 2006.

Lance Corporal Jake Alderton lived in Eltham, Greenwich and 
joined the Army in 2001. He was deployed to Afghanistan, 
attached to the 2nd Battery of The Yorkshire Regiment and sadly 
died on 9 November 2007, during an operation in Afghanistan.

Fusilier Lee Rigby joined the Army in 2006 and was posted to the 
Second Battalion, The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers was based here 
in Woolwich. Lee served in Cyprus, Afghanistan and Germany.  
He was tragically murdered on 22 May 2013 in Woolwich.

The quotation on the Memorial ‘At the going down of the sun, we 
will remember them’ is taken from ‘For the Fallen’, a WWI Poem  
by Robert Laurence Binyon.

Remembrance ceremonies
St George’s remains a consecrated place, which means it is  
still used for religious purposes. 

Armistice Day is commemorated every year on November 11 to 
mark the end of hostilities on the Western Front during the  
First World War. The armistice began at eleven o’clock in the 
morning (the “eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh 
month”) of 1918.

Military anniversaries are also commemorated at St George’s, 
such as Waterloo 200 in 2015 which marked the 200th 
anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo.

The Royal Borough of Greenwich Memorial, which was installed 
in 2016 records the following 11 people, who have a link to 
Woolwich:

Warrant Wardmaster, James William Alexander McDuff, who died 
on active service on 9 February 1946, aged 51 and is buried in 
Charlton Cemetery, Greenwich.

Private George Edward Turner was born in Woolwich in July 1932. 
He served with the Royal Norfolk Regiment in Korea and was 
killed in action on 27 June 1952 aged 19.

Fusilier Denis Frank Jacobs was born in Woolwich in July 1927. 
He served with The Royal Fusiliers in Korea and was part of 
Operation Pimlico, a mission to capture one of the hills in an area 
known as ‘The Apostles’. He died during the operation on  
25 November 1952.

Fusilier Stanley James Anstead who was born in Woolwich in May 
1930. He also served with the The Royal Fusiliers in Korea and 
was part of Operation Pimlico. He also died during the operation 
on 25 November 1952.

Gunner Richard Copeland Sloan Dunne served with the Royal 
Artillery and died on 7 November 1974 when the King’s Arms 
public house, Woolwich, was widely reported to have been 
bombed by the IRA.

Alan Horsley was a part-time sales clerk who died, aged just 20, 
in the same incident as above, in the King’s Arms public house, 
Woolwich.
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Royal Borough of Greenwich Memorial Plaque
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Selling of medals
What happens to VCs when people die? Should their 
families sell their medals?

Many VCs are in the collection of Lord Ashcroft and are displayed 
in a gallery named after him at the Imperial War Museum. In 
2009, he paid a world record price of nearly £1.5 million for the 
only double Victoria Cross from the First World War awarded to 
Captain Noel Chavasse.

Losing a sense of the past 
Many of the plaques that were in St George’s have 
been removed to Wiltshire, the new home of the 
Royal Artillery. Some of the statues, such as the 
South African Memorial to the Army Ordnance Corps, 
have also been moved. Some of these had a specific 
connection to Woolwich, but will be displayed in a new 
location. What will be the result of taking these statues 
and memorials out of their original context? How can 
we ensure we keep a connection with the past? Does it 
matter?

Replacing memorials
Memorials were installed at a certain point in time to record what 
was important to those people. 

Do you think that memorials should be regularly  
re-thought and replaced? Who decides?

Can you think of some examples in history of when 
statues were removed or pulled down? Why did this 
happen?

Concepts of bravery
Is admiration for someone who shows immense 
bravery eternal, or does it depend on the context?
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Discussion
Disappeared statues/memorials from Woolwich Common  
& Barracks

Woolwich, Army Ordnance 
Corps, South African 
Memorial (Boer War) 
The South African Memorial 
to the Army Ordnance Corps 
was moved from Woolwich to 
the Princess Royal Barracks, 
Camberley, Surrey in 1950 
when the Red Barracks in 
Frances Street, closed. HRH 
Prince Arthur, the Duke of 
Connaught unveiled the 
statue on 7th December 1905.

Prince Imperial Statue 
Prince Louis was Napoleon Bonaparte’s only remaining 
descendant. He trained at the Royal Military Academy in 
Woolwich and was killed during the Zulu War of 1879. The 1883 
illustration from the Graphic newspaper shows the statue being 
unveiled, but it was moved from Woolwich to Sandhurst in 1955.

Afghan & Zulu Wars memorial 
The memorial was on the 
edge of Repository Road and 
commemorates the British dead 
of the Afghan and South African 
wars 1877-1881. It is now at 
Larkhill, the new home of the 
Royal Artillery in Wiltshire.


