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Learning Pack for Schools
This learning pack has been funded 
with a grant from the Armed Forces 
Covenant Fund, awarded to Heritage 
of London Trust Operations in March 
2016. The pack forms part of the 
eligible work under the grant aided 
project and was compiled by Julie 
Ricketts (learnheritage.co.uk). 

This digital resource is intended to provide teachers with 
background information which will enable primary and secondary 
schools to engage with St George’s Garrison Church, Woolwich. 

The themes of the pack make connections between the local 
communities from which local school children are drawn and St 
George’s, looking at its significance as a memorial, as a historic 
building, as a survivor of enemy attacks during two World Wars, 
and as a tangible record of the Royal Artillery’s presence in 
Woolwich and, on a global scale, during the British Empire period.

The themes covered are Memorials, Myths and Legends,  
A Local History Study of St George’s and Legacy of Empire.  
At the end of each section are some Learning Activities. The 
Myths and Legends activities are aimed at Key Stage 1, the Local 
History Study of St George’s activities are aimed at Key Stage 2 
and the Legacy of Empire Activities are aimed at Key Stage 3.  
The Memorials section has some general discussion topics, 
instead of activities. Teachers are invited to adapt these 
activities for different age groups and abilities, and they will 
find that the themes lend themselves to cross- 
curricular studies.

The resources are designed to inspire teachers to bring classes 
to visit the church and it is intended to collect evidence of ways 
that teachers use the resources pre- and post- visit, in order to 
share good practice.

Thank you to Royal Borough of Greenwich teachers from 
Heronsgate Primary, Montbelle Primary, Koinonia Federation, 
Thorntree Primary and Bishop John Robinson Primary, and to 
Jim Marrett of Woolwich Antiquarians, Alison Hales from the 
University of Greenwich, Helen Spencer from Historic England, 
Carol Fowler and Amanda Coombes for their attendance and 
input at Consultation events held in 2016. Thank you to  
Michael Hargrave for research assistance.
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Item Level

Introduction Teacher

Contents list

Curriculum Links

Memorials  All levels

Royal Artillery Victoria Cross Memorial

Royal Borough of Greenwich Memorial Plaque

Activity 1 – Topics for discussion

Myths & Legends Key Stage 1

The Story of St George

Real & Imaginary Creatures

Symbols

Activity 1 – My building

Activity 2 – Mythical Creature Challenge

Activity 3 – My medal

Activity 4 – Story of St George gap-fill

Activity 5 – Games page

A Local History Study of St George’s Key Stage 2

Going back in time 

A Victorian building fit for worship

Victorian church parade

First World War 1914-18

The 20th Century

Post-War

Activity 1 – Time Capsule

Timeline of events

Glossary

Legacy of Empire Key Stage 3

Woolwich in 1863 – historical context

Borrowing design ideas from other cultures

Empire Expansion 1

Empire Expansion 2

Victorian Reformers & Philanthropists in Woolwich

Life for army children & wives

Woolwich today (Empire legacy in our streets)

Woolwich today (Military legacy – Soldiers from the Commonwealth)

Activity 1 – Empire Estate

Timeline of events

Glossary
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KS1 Curriculum Links

RE1b Name and explore a range of celebrations, worship and rituals in religion

RE1c  Identify the importance, for some people, of belonging to a religion and recognise the 
difference it makes to their lives

RE1d   Explore how religious beliefs and ideas can be expressed through the arts and 
communicate their responses

RE1e  Identify and suggest meanings for religious symbols, begin to use religious vocabulary

RE2a  Reflect on and consider religious and spiritual feelings, experiences and concepts such as 
worship, wonder, praise, thanks, concern, sadness and joy

RE2b Ask and respond imaginatively to puzzling questions, communicating their ideas

RE2c  Identify what matters to them and to others, including those with religious commitments, 
and communicate their respon ses

RE2d Reflect on how spiritual and moral values relate to their own behaviour

RE2e  Recognise that religious teachings and ideas make a difference to individuals, families and 
local community

Christianity  
Celebrations How and why celebrations are important in religion

Symbols How and why symbols express religious meaning

Visiting places of worship Focusing on symbols and feelings

Hist1a Place events and objects in chronological order

Hist1b Use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time

Hist2b Identify differences between ways of life at different times

Hist3 Identify different ways in which the past is represented

Hist4a Find out about the past from a range of sources of information

Hist4b Ask and answer questions about the past

Hist5 select from knowledge of history and communicate those ideas in a variety of ways

Eng2c Make comments

Eng2d Listen to others’ reactions

Eng2e Ask questions to clarify their understanding

Eng11b  Present drama or stories to others

  Use the internet and CD-ROMs to obtain information about church building and religious 
teachings and ideas

Geo1c Express their own views about people, places and environments

Geo3a  Identify and describe what places are like

C1b  To share their opinions on things that matter to them and explain their views in preparing to 
take an active role as a citizen

Hist2b  Identify differences between ways of life at different times

Hist4a Find out about the past from a range of sources

Hist6b Explore the ways of life of people in the more distant past who lived in the local area

A&D1a Record from first hand observation

A&D2c Represent observations, ideas and feelings to design and make images and artefacts

A&D4c Look at the work of artists, craftspeople and designers from different times
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KS2 Curriculum Links

RE1a  Describe the key aspects of religions, especially the people, stories and traditions that 
influence the beliefs and values of others

RE1b Describe the variety of practices and ways of life in religions

RE1d investigate the significance of religion in the local community

RE1g Use specialist vocabulary in communicating their knowledge and understanding

RE1h Use and interpret information about religions from a range of sources

RE2a  Reflect on what it means to belong to a faith community, communicating their own and 
others’ responses

RE2b Recognise how commitment to a religion is shown in a variety of ways

Christianity
Worship, pilgrimage and  Where, how and why people worship, including at particular sites  
sacred places

Symbols and religious How religious and spiritual ideas are expressed  
expression 

Religion, family and How religious families and communities practise their faith, and the contributions this  
community makes to local life

Visiting places of worship  Encountering religion through visits to places of worship, and focusing on the impact and 
reality of religions on local community

Hist1a Place events, people and changes into correct periods of time

Hist1b Use dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time

Hist2a  Explore the characteristic features of the Victorian period including the ideas, beliefs, 
attitudes and experiences of men, women and children

Hist2b Look at the social diversity of Victorian society

Hist3  Recognise that the past is represented and interpreted in different ways, and give reasons 
for this

Hist4a Find out about life in Victorian times from a range of sources of information

Hist4b Ask and answer questions, and select information relevant to the focus of enquiry

Hist5a Recall, select and organise historical information

Hist5b Use dates and historical vocabulary to describe the Victorian period

Hist5c  Communicate knowledge and understanding about the Victorian period through a variety of 
ways

Hist8a Study of Victorian Britain

Hist11a  Study the impact of changes in the lives of men, women and children from different sections 
of Victorian society

This visit enhances teaching of the National Curriculum, the National Framework for R.E., the agreed Local SACRE 
(Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education) and the GCSE R.E. syllabuses for Edexcel, AQA, OCR and WJEC 
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 KS3 Curriculum Links

 Citizenship KS3 Unit 4  Britain – a diverse society  

 Geography KS3 Unit 5  Exploring England – what links England with the rest of the world?  

 History KS3 Unit 14  The British Empire. How was it that by 1900, Britain controlled nearly a quarter of the world?

Design Curriculum - History of art, craft, design and architecture.
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